
FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT 
March 26, 2023 
 

Life For The Dead 

 
Opening Hymn  .......................................................... 502, “Children of the Heavenly Father” 
Order of Service .................................................................................. Setting One, Page 154 
Prayer of the Day:  Eternal God and Father, help us to remember Jesus, who obeyed your 
will and bore the cross for our salvation, that through his anguish, pain, and death we may 
receive the forgiveness of sins, victory over the grave, and finally inherit eternal life; through 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 
FIRST READING 
Psalm of the Day (On Insert) .............................................................................. Psalm 130B 
SECOND READING 
Gospel Acclamation ............................................................................................... Page 161 
Gospel Acclamation Verse:  I am the resurrection and the life. /* Those who believe in me 
will live, even though they die. (SUNG! – See Pg. 161 – Bottom of Page - for melody.)                       
GOSPEL  
Hymn of the Day  ..................................................... 588, “Come, O Come, Life-Giving Spirit” 
SERMON.....................................  We Have “Spirit Security”                       Romans 8:11-19  
Offering Hymn ........................................................ 750 v. 2, “We Give Thee but Thine Own” 
Apostles’ Creed ...................................................................................................... Page 163 
Hymn .................................................................................................. 700, “Draw Us to Thee” 
Closing Liturgy ....................................................................................................... Page 171 
Closing Hymn  ......................................................... 611 v. 1, “Joyously I’ll Praise My Savior” 

 

FIRST READING:  2 Kings 4:17-37 
 
God wants us to know that whoever believes in him will live, even though he dies. He enables the 
prophet Elisha to prove that to a grieving mother. 
      

     But the woman conceived, and she gave birth to a son at that same time of year, just as Elisha said to her. The 
boy grew up, and one day he went out to his father, who was with the reapers. Then he said to his father, “My head! 
My head!” His father said to his servant, “Carry him to his mother.” So he picked him up and carried him to his mother, 
and the boy sat on her lap until noon. Then he died. Then she went up and laid him on the bed of the man of God. 
She shut the door behind her and went out. Then she called to her husband and said, “Send one of the servants to 
me with one of the donkeys, so that I can run to the man of God and come back.” He said, “Why are you going to him 
today? It’s not the new moon, and it’s not the Sabbath.” But she said, “It’s all right.” Then she saddled the donkey and 
said to her servant, “Lead the way. Don’t slow down for me unless I tell you.” So she went to the man of God at Mount 
Carmel.  

When the man of God saw her from a distance, he said to his servant Gehazi, “Look! That’s the woman from 
Shunem! Now run to meet her and say, ‘Are you all right? Is your husband all right? Is your son all right?’ ” She 
answered, “We’re all right.” Then she came to the man of God at the mountain, and she grasped his feet. Gehazi 
stepped forward to push her away, but the man of God said, “Leave her alone, for her soul is in distress, but the LORD 
has hidden it from me. He has not told me.” Then she said, “Did I ask my lord for a son? Didn’t I say, ‘Don’t give me 
false hope’?” Then Elisha said to Gehazi, “Hike up your garments for travel, and take my staff in your hand and go! If 
you meet someone, do not greet him, and if someone greets you, do not answer. Put my staff on the boy’s face.” But 
the boy’s mother said, “As surely as the LORD lives and your soul lives, I will not leave you.” So he got up and followed 
her. Gehazi went ahead of them and put the staff on the boy’s face. But there was no sound, and there was no 
response. So he went back to Elisha and told him, “The boy did not wake up.”  
     When Elisha came to the house, there the boy was—dead, lying on his bed. So he went in and he shut the door 
behind the two of them. Then he prayed to the LORD. He got up and lay down on top of the boy. He put his mouth to 
the boy’s mouth, his eyes to the boy’s eyes, his palms to the boy’s palms. Then he bent down over him, and the boy’s 
flesh became warm. He went back into the house and paced back and forth. Then he went up and bent down over 
him, and the boy sneezed seven times. Then the boy opened his eyes. Then Elisha called Gehazi and said, “Call the 
woman of Shunem!” So he called her, and she came in. He said, “Pick up your son.” So she came in and fell at 
Elisha’s feet and bowed down to the ground. Then she picked up her son and went out. 

 

SECOND READING:  Romans 8:11-19 
 

The Father promises to raise his children from the dead and make them heirs of everlasting glory. 
 

     And if the Spirit of the one who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, the one who raised Christ from the dead 
will also make your mortal bodies alive through his Spirit, who is dwelling in you. So then, brothers, we do not owe it to 
the sinful flesh to live in harmony with it. For if you live in harmony with the sinful flesh, you are going to die. But if by 
the Spirit you put to death the actions of the body, you will live. Indeed, those who are led by the Spirit of God are 
sons of God. For you did not receive a spirit of slavery so that you are afraid again, but you received the Spirit of 
adoption by whom we call out, “Abba, Father!” The Spirit himself joins our spirit in testifying that we are God’s 
children. Now if we are children, we are also heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, since we suffer with him, 
so that we may also be glorified with him. For I conclude that our sufferings at the present time are not worth 
comparing with the glory that is going to be revealed to us. In fact, creation is waiting with eager longing for the sons 
of God to be revealed. 

 
GOSPEL:  John 11:17-27,38-45 

 
A corpse responds to the empowering command of Christ. This greatest miracle of his ministry proves 
that Jesus is the Lord of life. 

    
     When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. Bethany was near 
Jerusalem, about two miles away. Many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to comfort them concerning their brother. 
 
                                                                                         (Cont. on back page ➔) 



GOSPEL:  John 11:17-27,38-45 (cont.) 
 

      When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went to meet him, while Mary was sitting in the house. Martha 
said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. But even now I know that whatever you 
ask from God, God will give you.” Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” Martha replied, “I know that he will 
rise in the resurrection on the Last Day.” Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me 
will live, even if he dies. And whoever lives and believes in me will never perish. Do you believe this?” “Yes, Lord,” she 
told him. “I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who was to come into the world.” 
     Jesus was deeply moved again as he came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. “Take 
away the stone,” he said. Martha, the dead man’s sister, told him, “Lord, by this time there will be an odor, because it 
has been four days.” Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory of God?” So they 
took away the stone. Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank you that you heard me. I knew that you always hear 
me, but I said this for the benefit of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” After he said 
this, he shouted with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The man who had died came out with his feet and his hands 
bound with strips of linen and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus told them, “Loose him and let him go.” 
     Therefore many of the Jews who came to Mary and saw what Jesus did believed in him. 

 
    

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

HEAD USHERS:   Ross Schultz/Wayne Schultz;  next Sunday:  Dean Ebert/Rob Stern 
FELLOWSHIP SUNDAY:  Today is Fellowship Sunday!  All are invited to stay for the refreshments being served 
immediately following today’s worship service.  We thank St. Matthew’s School PTL for hosting this fellowship hour! 
ORGANISTS!!  The April schedule is hanging on the SCHOOL bulletin board. Please look at your calendars in the 
near future and sign up for the date(s) you are willing to play for us. Thank you! 
A BIG “THANK YOU” to everyone who helped with making the pizzas from our recent PTL sale! This massive 
undertaking would not have been possible without all your help!  The sale was a great success for our school! 
THE LENTEN SEASON CONTINUES:  Our Lenten services will be held on Wednesday, March 29, at 3:15 PM and 
7:00 PM.  Pastor Mose will once again be leading us in worship.  Please join us! 
EASTER LILIES:  If you wish to order a lily (or lilies) to be placed in church for the services on Easter Sunday, please 
sign up on the sheet posted on the church bulletin board in the school hallway. Lilies will be purchased only for those 
who sign up!  After the Easter services, the lily is yours to take home and enjoy.  The cost is $12.00 per plant.  
(Original quoted price of $16.50 was incorrect!)  The last day to order is Palm Sunday, April 2.  
PASSION WEEK SCHEDULE:  Please note the dates and times for our upcoming special services:  Palm Sunday, 
April 2, 9:00 AM communion  worship  service;  Maundy Thursday (communion  worship  service), April 6, 3:15 PM 
-and- 7:00 PM;  Good Friday, April 7, 1:30 PM worship service;  Easter Sunday, April 9, 7:00 AM -and- 9:00 AM 
worship services. 

 
                                                                    (Announcements Cont. on Insert ➔) 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS (cont.) 
 
EASTER BREAKFAST:  On Sunday, April 9, between our 7:00 AM -and- 9:00 AM worship services we will be 
hosting an Easter breakfast.  Dean & Suanne Ebert are our organizers. Scrambled eggs with ham, breakfast 
sausages, and pancakes will be provided, but we will need donations of food items to supplement the meal. If you 
would like to provide something, please sign up on the sheet posted on the church bulletin board.  We will also need 
volunteers to help set up, clean up, and prepare food that day.  You may sign up to help in that way as well.  Thanks, 
in advance, to all who help in any way! 
LWMS SPRING RALLY:  This year’s spring mission rally will be held on Saturday, April 15, 2023, at Good 
Shepherd Lutheran Church (777 S. Indiana Avenue, West Bend).  It will be co-hosted by Shepherd of the Hills and 
St. John, Newburg.  The speakers will be Stefan & Kathy Feigenhauer.  Stefan is the Director of World Missions 
Operations.  Stefan and Kathy will be giving the latest updates on our world mission work occurring in 44 countries.  
Stefan will also inspire those in attendance with his own journey to Christianity.  A sign-up sheet to attend is posted on 
the LWMS bulletin board in the hallway by Mr. Lorge’s classroom.  Registration begins at 8:30 AM.  The rally 
concludes at 12:30 PM.  Women and men are invited to attend!  Questions about the rally may be directed to Becky 
Schulz, our LWMS coordinator. 

 
OUR GIFTS TO THE LORD 

 

Attendance:   Lenten Services:  39/33;  Sunday: 110 
Offerings:  Lenten Services:  $646.00;  Sunday:  $4,356.73 
      (Budget Amount Needed Each Week:  $6,889.00)  
Special Funds:  Debt Retirement:  $20.00;  Church Refurbishment:  $1,649.00 
Memorials:  In Memory of Darlene Schellpfeffer:  $1,624.00 (Church Refurbishment);  In Memory 
      of Wilma Jaster:  $25.00 (Church Refurbishment) 

 
 

OUR WEEK AT ST. MATTHEW’S 
  
Sunday: Worship Service (Fellowship Sunday) .......................................... 9:00 AM 
 
Wednesday: Lenten Worship Services .................................................. 3:15 PM/7:00 PM 
 
Thursday: Adult Choir ...................................................................................... 8:00 PM 
 SCRIP ORDERS DUE 
 
Sunday: Palm Sunday Communion Worship Service .................................. 9:00 AM 
 Adult & Teen Bible Class/Sunday School ..................................... 10:15 AM 



          130B Remember Your Mercy, O LORD Psalm 130B 

           

           

           
  
          Out of the depths I cry to / you, LORD; 
              Lord, / hear my voice. 
          Let your ears be at- / tentive 
              to my cry for / mercy. 
          If you, LORD, kept a record of sins, Lord, / who could stand? 
              But with you there is forgiveness, so that we can, with reverence, / serve you.    Refrain 
  
          I wait for the LORD, my whole / being waits, 
              and in his word I / put my hope. 
          I wait for the Lord more than watchmen wait for the / morning, 
              more than watchmen wait for the / morning. 
          Israel, put your hope / in the LORD, 
              for with the LORD is unfailing love and with him is full re- / demption. 
          He himself will redeem / Israel 
              from / all their sins. 
          Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 
              and to the Holy / Spirit, 
          as it was in the be- / ginning, 
              is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain 

          Tune: Michael Joncas 
          Tune: © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 739996 
          Setting: © 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 739996 


